Press Release:


The Asthma Society of Ireland welcomes the prioritisation of asthma in

 



the HSE Service Plan 2010.

 (Dublin, Wednesday 17th February 2010): The Asthma Society of Ireland today welcomed the news that asthma is a priority in the HSE National Service Plan for 2010 and acknowledged the commitment of the HSE to develop a programmatic approach to asthma care.

Clear time lines have now been set for the development and approval of a National Implementation Plan for the asthma programme. In addition, the percentage of Primary Care Teams implementing structured asthma care and the number of patients partaking in formal, structured asthma care will serve as key results areas in primary care. The benchmark for structured care will be the Guidelines developed jointly by the Asthma Society of Ireland and the ICGP in 2008.  

Dr Jean Holohan, CEO Asthma Society of Ireland commented, “This is a very positive outcome for the Asthma Society as it reflects the work done over the past two years, working in partnership with both healthcare professionals and health service providers to develop an asthma management programme in Ireland.  From the outset we were encouraged by the Minister for Health and Children who saw the clear patient benefits of implementing evidence based asthma management. We are delighted that our collaboration with the HSE, and in particular their engagement with international asthma experts, has helped to shape the development of a programmatic approach to asthma care.” 

The Asthma Society of Ireland is currently funding a project in 25 primary care sites – including GPs, practices nurses and community pharmacists – to identify barriers and solutions to the implementation of asthma guidelines in everyday practice. Dr Pat Manning, Chair of the Asthma Society’s Medical Advisory Committee commented “Engagement with healthcare professionals in the Demonstration Project is coming to fruition in 2010. The practices involved will help inform the development of a national programme and highlight the resources needed to manage asthma in a primary care setting and reduce the current significant burden to patients and acute hospitals.”

The HSE has identified the base line study as a key deliverable in the 2010 Service Plan as part of their programmatic approach to tackling asthma as a chronic disease. Dr Holohan added “By recognising the Demonstration Project as an example of an effective patient centred approach to managing chronic disease and by building on the data from the study the HSE is affirming the achievements we have made so far. This is a great example of what can be achieved when a patient organisation works in partnership healthcare professionals and health service providers”

Ends

For further information please contact:
Dr Jean Holohan, CEO, The Asthma Society of Ireland on 01 8788511 or 086 8562120 or email jean.holohan@asthmasociety.ie 
Editors Notes:

About Asthma:

Asthma is a condition that affects the airways – the small tubes that carry the air in and out of the lungs.  Children with asthma have airways that are extra sensitive to substances (or triggers) which irritate them.  Common triggers include cold and flu, cigarette smoke, exercise and allergic responses to pollen, furry or feathery animals or house-dust mites.

When the airways come into contact with an asthma trigger, the muscle around the walls of the airways tighten so that the airways become narrower.  The lining of the airways swell and produce a sticky mucus.  As the airways narrow, it becomes difficult for the air to move in and out.  That is why your child will find breathing difficult and you might hear a wheezing noise.

Whilst there is no cure, asthma can be controlled by avoiding ‘triggers’ and by the use of ‘reliever’ and ‘preventer’ medication.  Relievers are medicines that people with asthma take immediately when asthma appears.  Preventers help calm down the airways and stop them from being so sensitive.

Talk to your GP or asthma nurse about which treatment is most suitable for you.
About Asthma Society of Ireland

The Asthma Society of Ireland is a national voluntary association representing people with asthma, their parents, medical personnel and all those with an interest in the condition.

The Asthma Society of Ireland provides information, advice and reassurance to people with asthma and to their immediate families.  Running campaigns on behalf of people with asthma to promote awareness and understanding of the condition, and representing their members’ interests in policy-making forums at a national and European level is all part of their remit.  The Asthma Society of Ireland supports a number of research programmes which they hope will ultimately lead us to achieving their goal of an Ireland free from asthma.

The Asthma Society of Ireland’s goal is to work towards a situation where people with asthma can realise their full potential, and not be at a disadvantage health-wise, socially or financially.

